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SECTION ONE – The Final Major Project








Exploring the idea of being able to contain the weather with particular emphasis on the types of containers used, methods of collecting samples of weather and the different circumstances under which a person might want to contain it.

In doing so I will contrast “scientific” methods with more domestic techniques and investigate concepts regarding containment, taxonomy and collaboration with others (particularly members of the public).

SECTION TWO – Influences, Research, Sources and Ideas





Starting Points:

a)  Quick brainstorming exercises from Christmas Vacation work in which three different people                      collected different types of weather from different locations.

b)  Research into weather modification – the idea that mankind can control the forces of nature.

c)  Visit to Nothing exhibition at Warwick Arts Centre. This served as an introduction to minimalist and conceptual ways of working with ideas concerning the intangible. (Nothing, edited by Graham Gussin and Ele Carpenter, published by August and Northern Gallery for Contemporary Art 2001. ISBN 1-902854-09-8)

Artists of particular relevance included: Gerhard Land (Cloud Walk 7) and Hans Haake (Condensation Cube).

Other Influences:

Joseph Cornell: the presentation of everyday objects in a way that makes them seem more significant.

Sebastian Blackie: works currently on display at Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery – use of multiples but still acknowledging that each item has an individual history.

Cornelia Parker: conceptual art where the titles and other documentation are important in conveying what the artwork is about.

SECTION THREE – Techniques, Processes and Timescales





Two main complementary aspects working on different scales and having two different processes at their core:

a) 
Collecting weather locally

Collected by myself

Domestic in nature

Collaborative aspect involves getting other people to help me collect empty jars in which to contain the
weather.

b)
Collecting weather internationally

Requires participation from other people (some of whom I know and some of whom are strangers)

Pseudo-Scientific in nature

Collaborative aspect involves communicating to others the nature of the project and also gaining their 
co-operation.

Backed up with a body of supportive work including:

Research into relevant artists and issues

Investigations into different container types and their properties (including associations, the emotions they evoke and their physical properties - such as how they respond to light and temperature).

Exploring different ways of presenting the weather that has been collected.

Use of photography to document activities and production of a website to co-ordinate and keep informed the other people involved.

Design and realisation of sculptural work as a culmination of the two main aspects of the project. This will draw on all of the above processes and methods.

SECTION FOUR – Method of Evaluation








I anticipate that considerations for evaluation will include:

Contextual Research:

Has the research undertaken been of suitable depth, breadth and appropriateness to the project, covering a range of scientific and artistic practices?

Has this research been incorporated into the working process?

Time and Learning Management:

Were appropriate amounts of time allocated for each stage of the project?

Was effective use made of the facilities and resources available?

Success of the Project:

Does the documentation and support work produces effectively communicate the intention of the work? (Especially to someone whom has no prior knowledge of the work done.)

Is the resulting sculptural work executed in a competent manner?

Does the body of work tackle a wide range of issues and processes whilst still remaining coherent?

